
SINGLE-USE BRONCHOSCOPES CAN REDUCE  
HOSPITAL READMISSION RATES BY 53%

Reusable Single-Use

Inpatient hospitals and outpatient ambulatory facilities that perform bronchoscopies can reduce readmission rates 
by over half, and potentially lower costs, by adopting single-use flexible bronchoscopes. A new study1 examined the 
health outcomes of 14,228 patients who underwent a bronchoscopy procedure and found that sterile, single-use 
bronchoscopes reduced the readmissions rate by over half, from 7.7 percent to 3.6 percent, compared with  
reusable bronchoscopes.

1 in 13 patients  
examined with a reusable  

bronchoscope were readmitted  
within 30 days following the bronchoscopy.

1 in 28 patients  
examined with a single-use  

bronchoscope were readmitted   
within 30 days following the bronchoscopy.

The data analysis demonstrates significant clinical benefits of single-use bronchoscopes in 
reducing readmission rates and patient risk. To reduce these risks, the use of sterile single-use 
bronchoscopes should be considered to eliminate reprocessing failures, improve overall  
operational efficiency, and reduce potential acquisition of healthcare-associated infections. 

—Dr. Hudson Garrett, the study’s author and an infection prevention expert“
1Garrett, J. (2021). Sterile, single-use bronchoscope reduces associated readmission rates and infection risk: 
a retrospective clinical analysis. Chest: Supplement, 160(4), 516. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chest.2021.07.504
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Premier Inc. is a leading healthcare improvement company 
with an alliance of 4,100 U.S. hospitals and health systems 
and roughly 200,000 other providers and organizations.

To read more about the study visit: 
www.ambuUSA.com/reduce-readmissions
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Reducing Readmissions With 
Single-Use Bronchoscopy

That’s the average cost of a  
hospital readmission. And  
that’s why reducing preventable  
readmissions is a national priority  
for payers, providers, and policymak-
ers — to improve care and reduce 
costs.1

New research shows that 
healthcare facilities that 
perform bronchoscopies 
can reduce readmission 
rates by more than half by 
using sterile, single-use 
bronchoscopes, from 7.7 
percent to 3.6 percent.2

The cost to a medium-sized hospital of having to readmit 39 out of 
500 patients who underwent a reusable bronchoscopy procedure  
totals $585,000. The cost to the same hospital readmitting only 18  
patients examined with a single-use bronchoscope totals $270,000.
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FEWER READMISSIONS = BIG SAVINGS
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TO LEARN MORE, READ THE  STUDY 
www.ambuUSA.com/reduce-readmissions

1. Weiss, Audrey J, and H. Joanna Jiang. “Overview of Clinical Conditions With Frequent and Costly Hospital Readmissions by Payer, 2018.”  
   Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, July 2021. 
2. Garrett, J. (2021). Sterile, SIngle-Use Bronchoscope Reduces Associated Readmission Rates and Infection Risk: A Retrospective Clinical Analysis. CHEST Journal, 160(4). 
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Top 10 Hospital Performance Metrics*
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Readmission rates track the percentage of 
patients admitted to a hospital within 30 days 
of being discharged for the same condition 
or a complication from the original treatment. 

Healthcare regulators incentivize hospitals 
to improve communication and care coordi-
nation efforts when patients are discharged. 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid  
Services will reduce Medicare payments  
for hospitals with excess readmission rates.

FINANCIAL IMPACT & QUALITY METRICS

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT 
www.ambuUSA.com/reduce-readmissions

* “Top 10 Hospital Performance Metrics You Need to Know,” Definitive Healthcare, July 2019,  
https://www.definitivehc.com/blog/top-10-hospital-performance-metrics-you-need-to-know

MEASURING  
QUALITY OF CARE

Readmission rates are a significant 
quality metric for hospitals that are 
publicly reported and included in 
Overall Hospital Quality Star ratings.

Hospitals that perform bronchoscopies can reduce readmission rates of 
those patients by more than half, and potentially lower costs, by adopting 
single-use flexible bronchoscopes — potentially making single-use solutions 
an excellent inclusion in Hospital Quality Metrics programs.

53%
SINGLE-USE BRONCHOSCOPY & QUALITY METRIC PROGRAMS

Reducing preventable hospital readmissions is 
a priority for payers, providers, and policymakers 
— consistent with the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ National Quality Strategy — seeking 
to improve healthcare and lower costs.

Readmission Reduction
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